Correspondence between J. R. A. [John Rustin Alfred] McMillan and Dorothy Hill, Aug 1966, with draft copy of statement on Dorothy Hill and clipping from The Age, 18 Jan 1966 by Hill, Dorothy, 1907-1997
SCIENCE HOUSE, 157 GLOUCESTER STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
TELEPHONE 27 2620. TELEGRAMS "AUSTSCIENCE", SYDNEY.
17th August, 1966
FROM THE HON. GENERAL SECRETARY.  PROFESSOR J .  R. A. MCMILLAN.
Personal and Confidential.
Dear Dr. Hill,
I have much pleasure in informing you that you have 
been selected to next receive the Mueller Medal* Please accept my 
heartiest congratulations on this.
If it is your intention to attend the Melbourne 
Congress, the presentation of the Medal will be made on the occasion 
of the Opening of the Congress on Monday evening, January 16 , where 
you would be a member of the Platform party. I will advise you later 
if academic dress is being worn.
The award of the Medal will be kept strictly confidential 
and will be first announced at the Council meeting at Melbourne. It 
will also be published in the Australian Journal of Science. I would 
appreciate to receive a statement of your history, particularly in 
relation to your academic and scientific work, together with your 
photograph. Please do not feel embarrassed - the facts muffr be 
accurate and the obvious way to avoid mistakes is to obtain them from 
the recipient of the Medal. This too will be kept strictly confidential, 
of course.
Dr. Dorothy Hill, 
Department of Geology, 
University of Queensland, 
ST. LUCIA. Q * LAND.
AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
1st Augustv 1966
Confidential
Prof h o -or J. . . ic illan, 
Hon. General Secretary,
/vi ,:aa ,
Science Hou-=e,
157 Gloucester Street,
_  ,  .
Dear Professor McMillan,
Your letter of 17th August gave me very 
great pleasure indeed.
I had not intended to go to ANZAAS in 
January, but in view of your news I feel it only 
proper that I should do so. I shall be glad to know 
in due course about platform dress, which I shall 
take to be long dresses for women unless you advise 
otherwise. Is any vocal response required by the 
recipient of the medal?
academic and scientific work and a list of works. 
A photograph /ill f H o w .
I enclose a statement in relation to
Sincerely
Dorothy Hill
Research Professor Dorothy Hill was born in Brisbane 
in 1907, the third of seven children. She attended Coorparoo 
State School and the Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School , and entered 
the University of Queensland with an Open Scholarship in 1925.
Geology was taken initially as a make weight, but 
it rapidly claimed her full attention and she graduated B.Sc. 
with First Class Honours in Geology and Mineralogy, a Gold Medal 
for outstanding merit and a Scholarship for the Encouragement 
of Original Research. She spent a good deal of time in 1928-1929 
on field work, mostly on horseback, in the Upper Brisbane Valley, 
but also began working on some Carboniferous corals she collected 
at Mundubbera while holidaying there with friends. She applied 
herself with enthusiasm to the game of hockey, played for both 
University and State, and was awarded an Australian Universities 
Blue. She retains her interest in the game and is Vice-Patroness 
of the Queensland Women’s Hockey Association.
In 1930 she went to Cambridge on a Foundation Travelling 
Scholarship, worked on Australian fossil corals and took a Ph.D 
in 1932. She was then elected to a Research Fellowship at 
Newnham College of which she later became an Associate. In 
1935 she won a Senior Studentship of the Exhibition of 1851 
and continued her palaeontological work in the Sedgwick ?,iuseum. 
During these seven years at Cambridge she took a Pilot's "A" 
License and spent many hours flying over Cambridgeshire. Ground 
sport was polo, played on bicycles with hockeysticks and a 
tennis ball on a lacrosse field on Sundays.
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Returning to the University of Queensland in 1937 
as a Research Fellow on a C.S.I.R. Project, she worked 
intensively on Australian Palaeozoie corals and later on 
hrachiopods, laying a foundation for the stratigraphy required 
for oil search. She took a D.Sc. degree in 1942.
From late 1914-2 to the end of the War in the Pacific, she 
worked with the R.A.N.; at first as a civilian and later,(as 
Second Officer W.R.A.N.S.) as an Operations Staff Officer with 
N.O.I.C. Brisbane, with an interval in Melbourne on the small 
all—services staff planning the demobilisation.
On demobilisation she Joined the lecturing staff 
of the Department of Geology of the University of Queensland, 
became Chief Lecturer in 1956 and Research Professor in 1959, 
and was given full professorial status in I960. Her main aims 
as a lecturer have been (l) to show the potentialities in oil 
search and in regional geology, of the separate studies of 
palaeontology, sedimentation and stratigraphy, when these are 
integrated as Historical Geology; (2) to place this University 
in the lead in these fields; (3 ) to foster research in general.
The instinct for research is often stimulated in 
the field and she took great pleasure in leading field weeks 
of the Science Students* Association between 1938 and 1942, and 
since the war in taking the senior geological students away.
The necessities of research have caused her to give a 
great deal of time to building up the departmental library and 
fossil collections, both of which have now grown to a respectable
size
3By originating and supervising the compilation of the 
I4.O mile Geological Map of Queensland published in 1952, she 
was able to make available a starting point for the oil 
exploration programmes of recent years. Reconnaissance mapping 
of the Moreton and neighbouring districts, with G.W. Tweedale, 
and integration with earlier 7/0rk, produced the Geological Map 
of the south-eastern part of the State published in 1953.
Lately, with the Chief Government Geologist (A.K. Denmead) she 
has edited for the Journal of the Geological Society of 
Australia, a 500 page account by 62 contributors of the geology 
of the State as known in our Centenary Year. She has also 
prepared many reports on the geology and palaeontology of 
parts of the State for Government Departments and oil and 
mineral exploration companies.
In 19^6 she was invited to contribute the sections on 
Palaeozoic corals to the Anglo-American Treatise on Invertebrate 
Palaeontology, and the volume of Coelenterata was one of the 
first to appear, in 1956. Her scientific publications, in the 
fields of palaeontology, sedimentation, stratigraphy, regional 
geology and biography, number 7 3 .
Her interest in corals led to her accepting the 30b 
of Hon. Secretary of the Great Barrier Heef Committee, and 
during the 9 years she acted in this capacity she organised 
the building of the stores hut, the laboratory wing and the 
superintendent’s cottage, to form the Heron Island Marine 
Biological Station. This was done using both voluntary and paid 
workers, when materials were in very short supply not long after
the war.
She was President of the Royal Society of Queensland 
in 1949-50, and of Section *C* of A.N.Z.A.A.3. at the Dunedin
J
Meeting in 1957, and since 1958 has been Hon. Editor of the 
Geological Society of Australia. <• A  ' ‘> 6 *
She was elected to the fellowship of the Australian
A/**-*Academy of Science in 1956 and has heen Chairman of its 
Sectional Committee on Geology and Geophysics since 1958. $4-
. . ' / v  ^  .■**' > JL. A  4-'=. ^  C  /  ’ a/***"’*-- /V .  * ^-9* ** +&**■**' €* — •.***-•*> ' ^ £
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1964. Carboniferous Fossils of Queensland. Old. Palaeontogr. Soc., II. 
32 pp., incl. pis 1-15. (D.HILL & J.T.WOODS, Eds.)
1965. Triassic Fossils of Queensland. Qld. Palaeontogr. Soc., III.
32 pp. incl. pis 1-15. (D.HILL, G.PLAYFORD, & J.T.WOODS, Eds.)
1965. Note on Campophyllum flexuosum (Goldfuss). Geol. Mag., Lond., 102
206-212, pi. 7 * (with R.K.JULL) ---
1966. Archaeocyatha. Swansea Symposium, Chapter 9* In gaily proof 
for Geol. Soc. Lond.
•  Miss Aurelie Tran of Vietnam was a delegate 
to the Australian and New Zealand Association 
for the Advancement of Science Congress which 
opened in'Melbourne yesterday-
Medals for 
science
\/TICTORIAN educationist, Miss Alice Hoy, was 
* one of two women awarded medals yesterday 
for distinguished service to science.
The other was Queensland geologist Pro­
fessor Dorothy Hill.
The medals were presented by Sir Fred 
Schonell, president of the Australian and New 
Zealand ’ Association for the Advancement of 
Science, at the opening of the association's con­
gress at Melbourne University.
Miss Hoy, who received the Mackie Medal, 
is a fellow of the Australian College of Education 
and a member of its council since 1959.
Since 1961 she has been the convenor of a 
special committee of the college which has 
directed the preparation of a report, Teachers 
in Australia
Miss Hoy is chief editor of the report, which 
has recently been circulated to college members 
and is being prepared for publication.
Miss Hoy was a senior lecturer in education 
at Melbourne University from 1926 to 1958, and 
from 1951 to 1958 she was principal of the 
Secondary Teachers’ College, the first -woman in 
Victoria to hold this position.
Professor Dorothy Hill, who received the 
Mueller Medal, is a fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Science and of the Royal Society.
A graduate of the University of Queensland, 
she took a PhD at Cambridge in 1932, working- 
on Australian fossil corals and then was elected 
to a research fellowship at Newnham College.
Later, in Queensland, she worked on 
palaeozoic corals and laid a foundation for the 
stratigraphy required for oil search.
Professor Hill joined Queensland University’s 
lecturing staff after the war, became research 
professor in 1959 and a full professor in 1960.
She has produced or helped produce 
geological maps of Queensland, and for nine 
years was honorary secretary of the Great Barrier 
Reef Committee, organising the building of the 
Heron Island marine biological station.
Flies by the 
thousand
'Agu Age
M e / L
U
JULIES are the sub- 
1 ject of scien­
tific research by Dr. 
Joan Whitten, a 
visitor from the 
United States who 
is attending the 
Australian and New 
Zealand Association 
for the Advance­
ment of Science 
Congress this week. 
Dr. Whitten is one of the 
honorary overseas members 
of the congress, which was 
opened yesterday at Mel­
bourne University by the 
Governor -  General (Lord 
Casey).
She is here with her hus­
band, Professor E. H. T. 
Whitten, who is Professor of 
Geology at Northwestern 
University, Illinois.
Dr. Whitten, a biologist, 
teaches and does research at 
the same university.
Her research is on gene 
activity in chromosomes 
and general development 
problems in insects.
She works with the higher 
flies, which included the
•  Miss Alice Hoy
Professor Dorothy 
Hill
flesh fly sarcophaga, the 
fruit fly drosophila and the 
blowfly.
“ The main interest with 
all these larger flies is the 
presence of giant chromo­
somes on the feet of the 
developing fly,” she said.
“ I actually discovered 
these giant chromosomes and 
they are present in all other 
big flies.
“ It means a lot of work 
can be done with these 
chromosomes as they’re pre­
sent throughout the life of 
the adult fly. Also they're so 
big you can see them and 
can follow' the whole activity 
of the gene."
Dr. Whitten said she had 
thousands of flies, which 
she kept in jars and boxes.
AIRS. I. M. White, 
a social anthro­
pologist, is chair­
man of the anthro­
pology section.
She is the only woman 
section chairman at the con­
gress.
Her husband, Professor M. 
J. D. White, Professor of 
Genetics at Melbourne Uni­
versity, is chairman of the 
zoology section.
Mrs. White is a senior 
tutor in Monash University’s 
department of anthropology 
and sociology, a past she 
took when the department 
was opened in 1964.
Before that she looked 
after her family — twfo boys, 
one a scientist, the other 
an honors arts student, and 
a girl who is a medical 
student.
Before coming to Mel­
bourne Professor and Mrs. 
White, who are English, 
lived in the United States, 
where Professor White was 
attached to the University 
of Missouri.
Earlier they were in Can­
berra and in Texas.
ABOUT 600 —  one- 
^  fifth —  of the 
3000 congress dele­
gates are women, 
and most sections 
include one or more 
who are g i v i n g 
papers.
Delegates have come 
from many parts of Aus­
tralia and include overseas 
students at Australian uni­
versities.
Among them is a Viet­
namese postgraduate an­
thropology student at the 
Australian National Uni­
versity, Canberra, Miss 
Aurelie Tran.
Miss Tran, w'ho has been 
in Australia for three years, 
is due to finish her thesis 
on linguistics and Viet­
namese tones next July and 
will then return to her home 
in Saigon.
Three more members of 
Miss Tran's family are in 
Australia.
Her brother is a Sydney 
University student, one of 
her sisters is a pupil in a 
Dominican convent in Syd­
ney and the other is doing
a secretarial course in Syd­
ney.
Also from Canberra are i 
Dr. Nan Anderson, wiio 
works at the CSIRO’s 
recently opened Pye L abo-1 
ratory, and Dr. Helen Reeve, I 
a research fellow at the I 
Australian National Univer- I 
sity. They are in the botany | 
section.
Both come from England.
T\ R . D I A N A  
^  TEMPLE, who 
lectures in chemical 
aspects of phar­
macology in the 
pharmacology de­
partment at Sydney 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  is 
among women who 
will give papers at 
the congress.
She will speak on methods 
of extracting drugs from 
mixtures of drugs.
She works with ox spleen, 
a wTaste product from, the 
abattoirs.
Dr. Temple has twTo 
children, aged 13 and 5, who 
are at present being looked 
after by her husband, also 
a Sydney University scien­
tist.
a
•  Dr. Joan Whitten
•  Dr. Diana
